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THE RIGHT TO CURE.

With all its inconsistencies and anomalies the English 
law, as it relates to medicine, is not devoid of a certain 
foundation of common sense. The Medical Act now on 
the statutes has hedged around with various privileges 
those who have successfully passed the various stages of 
medical training ; but it has not made it criminal for an 
Outsider to give curative help to another, or even to make 
a charge for so doing. So far as compounding, dispen­
sing, and administering drugs is concerned the Apothe­
caries’ Society has power to prosecute any one who 
infringes its trade-rights in this respect, but where 
there is no question of drugs this Society has no power ; 
and the collapse of the case against the attendants of the 
late Harold Frederic shows that a new danger is 
threatening the trade interests of the profession.

■ •’ An attempt is now being made to interpret the 
Medical Acts into meaning that only duly qualified 
medical persons whose names are on the Register have the 
right to treat medically at all ; or, at any rate, to do it 
** for gain.” That such is not their meaning, and that no 
legislature is likely to make it such, is the opinion of those 
capable of taking a calm view of the situation. The thing 
the Medical Act does strongly enforce is that there shall be 
no false pretence. Any person who assumes to possess 
titles he does not possess is liable to punishment. And 

1
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this is quite right. Further than this we do not believe 
the law is likely to go.

It may seem hard that after a man has undergone the 
prolonged and severe training required to pass modern 
examinations he should find himself opposed by some 
upstart whö has not undergone any at all. On the other 
hand it may be said that if the man who has attained 
academic honours, who is invested with all the privileges 
that a place in the Medical Eegister gives—if such an one 
cannot hold his own against the competition of a person 
who can lay claim to no such advantage, then it is plain 
that there is something wanting in academic teaching, and 
the real remedy is to alter that and not to alter the law.

For what does the teaching of the schools amount to 
at the present day ? It turns out a large number of 
highly trained pathologists, anatomists, physiologists, 
and surgical mechanics ; but the one thing it cannot and 
does not pretend to do is to turn out men who cure. The 
books and lectures tell a great deal about the “ treatment ” 
of diseases, but little or nothing about how to cure 
patients. This may be sufficiently satisfying to the 
academic mind, but public instinct believes in remedies, 
and if the professor will not supply them the public will 
seek its cures elsewhere. And in our opinion the law is 
right in granting a great measure of freedom in this 
respect ; though in case of unfortunate results, an inquest 
must follow, and if neglect or mal-praxis is proved the one 
who has treated the patient must bear the penalty. This 
much is demanded by due regard to the public safety, but 
further than this we do not think it is necessary to 
restrict the right to cure.

There is no medical man of great experience who will 
not own that in the matter of medicine, as distinguished 
from surgery, the teaching of the schools is almost useless 
where it is not misleading. The present president of the 
Royal College of Physicians, like one of his recent pre­
decessors, is never tired of proclaiming that there is no 
science, in medicine—that is to say, no science of cure. 
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That is their estimate of the teaching of their own 
schools. The real “curer” is born and not made. For 
him the training of the schools is of supreme importance 
as “scaffolding,” but he would never think of taking up 
his residence in any such windy structure. He has to 
build up his own art by the aid of it. That is its true 
use ; the reason that the schoolman is so slow to learn the 
art of curing is that he is either too short-sighted or too 
indolent to realise that external inforniation can never 
make a medical artist, but only the innate and properly 
developed mental faculties, capable of seizing upon and 
putting into practice the vast store of medical means that 
lie at his hand.

With most mischievous consistency the profession of 
medicine, so far as it has been organised, has done its best 
to ban out every advance in medical practice that has 
been proposed. Hence it has come about that new 
“ cures ” have for long periods had little chance of recog­
nition except outside the profession, or else in coteries of 
medical men who have been cut off from intercourse with 
the main body. As Sir Jambs Paget said, enumerating 
the fate of a large number of his former pupils, a certain 
number “ had left the profession and turned homeopaths.” 
It is not likely that in any such atmosphere the delicate 
art of constitutional cure can grow up. How great that 
art may become, and the infinite range open for curative 
operations is laid bare in the account we publish else­
where of Mr. Picken’s “Philosophy of Homeopathy.” 
There is room for every curer to develop to its utmost 
limits what capacity he brings into the world for manipula­
ting the world forces for the good of his fellows. He 
may use the laws of chemistry, of light, of electricity, 
of plant-powers and rock-powers, and he may use the 
powers of mind. How comes it that with all these possi­
bilities there is no chair in any of the established univer­
sities for expounding the law of cure? The reason is 
that the scaffolding is preferred to architecture, and all 
true builders are consequently regarded as frauds.
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We must own to entertaining a great admiration for 
all true curers, whether academic or otherwise, and, with 
the one stipulation that they shall do no harm, and have 
mo secret methods, we are free-traders in this respect. 
The limit of the ability to cure should be the only limit 
of the right.

NEWS AND NOTES.

Sangrado in the South.
A BUDGET of papers relating to the illness and death 

of Mr. Byrnes, the brilliant and youthful Premier of 
Queensland, Australia, reached us last month, but too late 
for comment in our December issue. The story is almost 
incredible ; and we refer to it largely for the benefit of 
those homeopaths whose amiability outruns their powers 
of perception so far as to allow them to suppose that 
allopathy has become modified into a tame grass-eating lion 
incapable of doing harm to the most innocent creature.

Mr. Byrnes, who was only thirty-eight at the time of 
his death, had had a most brilliant career from his boy­
hood upwards. The illness from which he was suffering 
was said to be pneumonia following measles. We are not 
told what drugs were administered, but there were signs 
of heart, failure, and for this the four learned leeches 
assembled round his bed prescribed—hlooà-lettmg ! !

The following extracts from the Brisbane Courier speak 
for themselves :—
■2. ■ “The Premier’s Illness.

“ September 26, 1898.
“ During Saturday and yesterday there was great public anxiety as 

to the condition of the Premier (Hon. T. J. Byrnes), and the bulletins 
from his medical attendants were watched with a deep and sym­
pathetic concern. Unfortunately, there was grave reason for fear as 
to the issue of the illness which has prostrated him. The serious 
symptoms manifested on Friday evening continued without abatement 
during the whole of the night, and on Saturday morning Drs. Moloney 
and; Turner, who were in attendance, called in Dr. Hardie, and the 
three doctors met in consultation. They then regarded Mr. Byrnes’s 
condition as very critical. There was a slight fall in temperature, but 
otherwise no improvement was remarked. During Saturday night 
the Premier’s condition was, if anything, worse, and yesterday mom-
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iug Dr. Marks was called in to consult with the other three doctors. 
A consultation was held at noon, and the following bulletin was then 
issued : ‘ The Premier is in a serious condition, and the case is an 
anxious one. The physicians have hope, however, that the Premier 
will recover. The Premier is suffering from a pneumonia following on 
measles, and is in a very weak condition. He is no worse than last 
night, and possibly there is a shade of improvement.’

“ September 27th.
“ When the morning consultation took place it was agreed that no 

change had occurred, but apparently no ground had been lost. During 
the afternoon, however, it was noticed that Mr. Byrnes’s pulse had 
become weaker, and that adverse symptom continued without abate­
ment until the evening consultation. At seven o’clock at night Dr. 
Hardie joined the other doctors, and they had a consultation, the 
result of which was that Dr. Marks was telephoned for. On the 
arrival of Dr. Marks at about nine o’clock, a full consultation was 
held, and it toas decided to bleed the patient. This was done at about 
ten o’clock, and the Premier, apparently somewhat relieved, then 
dozed off. Dr. Marks and Dr. Hardie afterwards returned to town, 
and the followmg bulletin was issued : * The Premier is not so well 
to-night, and lue consider his condition critical.'

“ The doctors were averse to expressing any more pronounced 
opinion. It is understood that the cause the greatest anxiety to 
them all along has been the extremely weah condition of the heart and 
a very rapid pulse. This no doubt was largely associated with the 
recent attack of measles from which the Premier suffered, and con­
nected also with the great strain put upon his nervous system during 
his recent tour in Queensland, As already intimated, Mr. Byrnes 
was perfectly rational, and all along he evinced an interest in passing, 
events. Dr. Hardie spoke of him as a “ grand " patient, and said that. 
he submitted cheerfully to all restrictions which his medical advisers 
found it necessary to put upon him." (Italics ours.)

“ September 29th. , 
" The first bulletin concemmg Mr. Byrnes’s health was issued 

shortly after eight o’clock yesterday morning, the medical ad­
visers, Drs. Moloney, Turner, Hardie, and Marks, having held a 
consultation at that hour. The result was the following bulletin : 
‘ During last night the Premier developed alarming symptoms of heart 
failure, and the worst was feared. Towards morning a decided change 
for the better occurred in the pulse, and his condition is considered 
more favourable than yesterday. The danger limit has not yet been 
reached.’ The symptoms which were alluded to had developed about 
midnight, and were of the most serious possible description. The 
improved conditions mentioned continued till about eleven o’clock, 
when there was a threatened return of the collapse noticed during the 
night. The Premier, however, rallied again, and it was given out 
that he was doing as well as could be expected. The medical gentle­
men continued in close attendance, and, of course, everything possible 
was done.

“ At three o’clock the physicians reported that the Premier had lost 
no ground during the day. There was then a slight improvement in 
the pulse, but it was not considered that the danger stage had been 
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passed. The news received at four o’clock was almost the same, 
except that it was stated that the improvement in the pulse had been 
maintained. Much the same information was given all along up to 
8.30 o’clock last night, when the doctors held a consultation, and the 
following ominous bulletin was issued : ‘ The Premier’s condition 
still continues critical. The improvement obtained in the pulse is still 
maintained to-night, but the area of the pneumonia has increased, 
and is now very large.’ Three hours or so later came the last sad 
message-^the Premier had passed away.”

It- would be impossible to add by one word to the 
crushing criticism of the bare record of the facts of this 
case. The only thing we feel constrained to say is that 
if a “Peculiar” parent had had this galaxy of academic 
talent within reach, and had “neglected ’’ to call one of 
them in to attend his sick child, he would, in the event 
of the child’s death, have rendered himself liable to a 
verdict of “manslaughter” and a sentence of “four 
months’ hard.” Surely the author of “Vice Versa” 
should deal with this.

Consumption Hospitals.
Dr. J. W. Hayward, who is a well-known authority 

on sanitary architecture, has communicated to the B^^ilder’s 
Journal (November 28rd and 30th and December 7th) a 
series of interesting articles on TKe Construction of 
Hospitals for Consumption and, other Infectious Diseases. 
Dr. Hayward’s papers are of great importance, and 
demand the careful attention of all who have to do with 
hospital construction, especially in view of the open-air 
treatment now coming into vogue. One very important 
feature Dr. Hayward insists on is the doing away with all 
square corners and right-angles.

The Antitubercle-Bacillus Crusade.
Now that the tubercle bacillus has royalty as well as 

physicians to the royal and other families on its track, it 
will perhaps be thinking seriously of taking its departure 
from the British Empire. But if the first practical 
measures advised by the new society so augustly spon­
sored at Marlborough House on a recent occasion are to 
be taken as a sample of those to follow, the society will 
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soon have to be termed a “ Society for the Propagation of 
Rickets.” “ Boil your milk ” is the learned advice of Sir 
W. Broadbent. But boiling milk does something more 
than kill microbes (if present), it more certainly kills the 
milk, which thereafter has not the vital nourishing 
properties of unboiled milk. Hence children fed on boiled 
milk are very prone to develop rickets, which, curiously 
enough, is regarded by some as a relative of tuberculosis. 
It will be within the memory of our readers that our 
veterinary colleague, Mr. Sutcliffe Hurndall, has for long 
been urging the necessity of strictly observing the sources 
of our milk and beef. Indeed, he considers that primarily 
tubercle is not a human disease, but that the cow is the 
source from which man acquired it. Of course he does 
not deny that it is transmissible from person to person, 
but he regards the bovine race as its source.

Hahnemann Monument Fund.
Wb are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of Ul from 

“E. C. P.” towards the above fund, in addition to the 
amounts already reported.

Db. Gbobgb Clifton, op Leicester.
Wb beg to congratulate our colleague, Dr. George 

Clifton, of Leicester, on his election to the Mayoralty of 
the important town of Leicester. Owing to a delay we 
did not receive the news until too late to mention in our 
last issue.

The Late Dr. C. T. Pearce.
Alfred J. Pearce, M.D., writes to say that the state­

ment* that his father, the late Dr. C. T. Pearce, his 
health having broken down several times, “ was obliged 
to seek a more genial climate in the South of England— 
first in London for a few months, but subsequently at 
Bournemouth and its vicinity,” is very incomplete. Dr. 
Clifton has evidently forgotten that for fifteen years 
(1862-1877) Dr. C. T. Pearce did yeoman service to the 

* Homeopathic Would, November, 1898, p. -501.
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cause of homeopathy in London. He was compelled to 
leave London and make periodical visits to Bournemouth, 
through his health again breaking down ; and after a 
cruel and prolonged illness he died at Torquay in May, 
1883. In surgery he was quite as skilful as in medicine. '

Phillips Memorial Hospital : New Building and 
Concert.

The concert in connection with the Phillips Memorial 
Hospital, which is becoming one of the musical events of 
the year, took place on Wednesday evening, November 
26th, and was even more successful than its predecessors. 
The Bromley and District Times of December 2nd, which 
reports the event, also gives an interesting sketch of the 
new building to be erected for the work of the institution. 
We offer our hearty congratulations to the authorities of 
the hospital on the energetic and successful manner in 
which they are carrying forward their excellent work.

Urtica Dioica.
The following paragraph is taken from the Pharma­

ceutical Journal of November 26th:—
Treatment of Anemia with Urtica Dioica,—Fresh nettles eaten 

cooked, as we eat spinach, or nettle-tea prepared from the dried 
plant, are popular remedies in Sweden, where a form of anemia is 
prevalent in springtime. This has suggested to H. Agner to employ 
the remedy in the ordinary course of medical practice, and by its aid 
he has succeeded in curing cases of anemia which were intractable 
to iron, mineral waters, and other treatments. He regards Urtica 
dioica as one of the best remedies in such oases. To prepare the 
plant for use the young, tender shoots should be selected and gently 
boiled, then minced to a fine paste or made into a thick soup. The 
infusion is made from a handful of the dried herb in two litres of 
water ; two or three glasses of this may be drunk per diem.—Bullet. 
Gen, de Thérap.

Dr. Frank Kraft and the Homeopathic Medical 
College of Cleveland, Ohio.

The News and Herald (Cleveland, 0.) of November 11th, 
gives an account of a regrettable state of things in the 
above-named college ; but at the same time it shows that 
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there is a strong desire for genuine instruction in materia 
medica among the college students. Dr. Frank Kraft, 
the well-known editor of the American Homeopathist, was 
until recently the professor of materia medica at the 
Homeopathic Medical College of Cleveland, and being a 
thorough-going believer in materia medica and its para­
mount importance in homeopathy, his lectures were 
extremely popular with the students. It appears that 
his journalistic outspokenness gave umbrage to some of 
his colleagues, who contrived to make things so unpleasant 
for him that he resigned his chair. The students peti­
tioned the authorities to ask him to return. Here are 
extracts from the Herald’^ account of the affair.

“ A request made by the students of the senior class of the Cleveland. 
Homeopathic Medical College to the faculty of that institution asking 
that Dr. Frank Kraft be restored to his old position of professor of 
materia medica, and which request was refused, has been the cause 
of much discussion and feeling in the college.

“ Dr. Frank Kraft is one of the most prominent physicians in the 
city, and he has a wide reputation as an able and progressive doctor.. 
He is editor of a medical journal published in the East, and he left a 
professorship of materia medica in the medical department of the 
University of Michigan several years ago to accept a similar chair 
in the old Cleveland Medical College. When that college was con­
solidated with the Cleveland University of Medicine and Surgery, into 
the Cleveland Homeopathic College, Dr. Kraft was appointed to the 
chair of materia medica in the United Institution.

“ H. J. Austin, who was chairman of the seniors’ committee, was 
visited last evening. He refused to discuss the matter in any manner 
beyond saying that Dr. Kraft would not be taken back into the faculty 
as long as it was made up of its present elements. Efforts were made 
to find Dr. W. E. Phillips and Dr. G. J. Jones, dean and vice-dean 
respectively of the college, last night, but without success. Dr. Kraft 
was visited, and was told the situation. He expressed great surprise, 
and said it was all news to him.

“ ‘ Things were made so unpleasant for me,’ said the doctor, ‘ that 
last summer I was forced to resign from the faculty. Dr. Woods was 
the leader of the opposition to me. That is all I care to say about 
the matter.’

“ It is said that Dr. Kraft’s editorials in the medical journal of 
which he is editor, advocating purer teachings of homeopathic medi­
cine, aroused considerable enmity toward him on the part of the older 
physicians on the faculty. Another cause for opposition to Dr.’ 
Kraft, it is said, was his reading of a paper before the National 
Association of Physicians this year, advocating his advanced method 
of teaching homeopathy by the aid of blackboard, charts, and pictures. 
Some of the editorials were construed by the dissatisfied ones, to 
reflect on the Cleveland Homeopathic College.

“ Dr. Kraft denied this last evening. He declared he had always 
referred to homeopathic colleges in general."
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We extend our sympathies to the bereaved students, 
and at the same time congratulate them on their whole­
some appetite for genuine materia medica, and on being 
able to recognise a real teacher when they hear him.

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

THE PEINCIPLE OF HOMEOPATHY.
In a number of previous articles in our own pages and 

elsewhere Mr. Picken has elucidated his theory of the 
“ Science ” of homeopathy.* In an article w’hich appeared 
in the Monthly Homeopathic Review of October and 
November last he seeks to lay bare its “ Principle.” As 
we have kept our readers in touch with the earlier develop­
ments of Mr. Picken’s theory, we think it right to let them 
know the final conclusions to which he has been led.

Homeopathy differs from all other systems of medicine 
in having a general law adaptable to every particular case : 
hence any explanation of homeopathic action must show 
the oneness of the homeopathic law with the general laws 
of nature. Consonantly with this, Mr. Picken’s earlier 
work has shown that the science of homeopathy is in un­
impeachable unity with accredited science generally. “In 
the corresponding phenomena of water, air, light, 
chemistry, electricity, magnetism, mind, the same prin­
ciple has been shown to be active.” The Principle 
which underlies the laws of “ interference - absorption ”— 
the term used to describe the phenomena just named 
along wuth homeopathic cures—now comes under review.

Spirit—Matter.
There are some importaht ideas which it is necessary to 

have clearly in mind at the outset, and we will make a few 
quotations which will help to that end.

* Mr. Picken’s first article, “ The Science of Homeopathy,” appeared in 
the November and December numbers of The Homeopathic World of 
1891. This has since been republished, as a pamphlet (price 6d.) by the 
Homeopathic Publishing Company. His second article, “Physics and 
Medicine: the Science and Philosophy of Medicine,” will be found, with 
out own comments, in the July, August and September numbers of 
The Homeopathic World for 1897.




