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THE TYEANNY OF WOEDS.
"We are happy to know that our last month’s leading­

article, entitled “ A Plea for Solidarity,” has met with a 
very cordial reception in many quarters, and is bearing 
good fruit. We believe it has struck a true note which 
will be responded to by all classes of homeopathists, and 
we trust also by therapeutists of all descriptions. We 
look to our contemporaries to join us in the work of 
closing up the ranks and organising the body so that the 
highest possibilities of individual members may attain 
their fullest development and the influence of the whole 
body for good may be consolidated and emphasised.

It has occurred to us that it would be useful in this 
connection to point out one of the hindrances that lie in 
the path of those who would make for harmony and peace. 
We allude to the stumbling-block of what we may term 
fetishised words.

We are all more or less under bondage to some word 
or other—most of us to many of them—which dominates 
some part, if not the whole, of our lives. We are not 
free agents at all, but are fettered and cramped in 
our mental life by some dominating word, to which very 
likely no two individuals of us attach identically the 
same meaning, but which, nevertheless, all have conspired 
to invest with a number of awe-inspiring attributes. 
When we come to think of it, there is no greater tyranny 

1
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in the world than that of Words. Words are one of 
man’s own inventions ; and yet, time and again, like 
Frankenstein, man has quailed before some word­
monster of his own creation. Putting aside the story of 
the tower of Babel—which has a vast deal of essential 
truth in it, whatever may be said of its historical value-— 
it is probable that words have caused more strife and 
bloodshed than all other causes put together. Perhaps 
by the end of another century man may have devised 
some other invention by means of which a direct inter­
change of ideas may take place independently of their 
present external embodiment in the combinations of 
sounds and signs called words. In the meantime it 
would be helpful in the cause of unity and amity if we 
could learn to estimate words at their proper value, and 
not to mistake the symbols for the things they ought 
merely to represent.

Like the fiery element, with which they have so much 
in common, words, though good servants, are very bad 
masters. There is one in particular against which it is 
necessary at the present day to be on our guard if. we 
would preserve our independence of character and our 
peace of mind. We refer to the word “ scientific.” We 
are all proud of the fact that ours is an age of science. 
This being the case it naturally follows that we are all 
more or less anxious that our actions and ourselves should 
merit the title of “ scientific.” To be deemed “ scien­
tific ” is to have found salvation—from the prize-ring 
upwards ; and nowhere is the possession of this reputation 
more essential than in the medical profession—notwith­
standing Sir Samuel Wilks’ energetic protests to the 
contrary. Now, before we bow down blindly before this 
fin-de-siècle idol, it will be well to see exactly what it is 
made of. For, after all, it is not these poor bogeys that 
that are to blame for their fearsome proportions, but 
ourselves who manufacture both them and their trappings.

The first thing to be noted about the word “ scientific ” 
is, that it has no absolute meaning whatever : it is entirely 
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relative. It is rightly used to describe any method or 
action which is in accordance with the laws of the 
universe so far as they have been at present spelled ont in 
the department to which the matter descr-ibed belongs. But 
as we are every day learning more and more about these 
laws, it follows that what is truly scientific to-day may, 
in the light of some new discovery, be utterly unscientific 
to-morrow.

The next thing to be noted is that the word is apt to 
be used by each person from the standpoint of his own 
position in science ; and thus the tower-of-Babel episode 
comes to be enacted over again in another sphere. And it 
is here that it is so essential for homeopathists to remember 
that as they are so much ahead of the ordinary practitioner 
in point of knowledge, the word as used by the one and 
by the other has an entirely different signification.

We cannot undertake to say just what might be called 
“ scientific ’’ treatment on the part of an old-school 
practitioner by the authorities of his school, but perhaps 
the administration of purgatives for constipation, astrin­
gents for diarrhea, antipyretics for fever, and narcotics 
for neuralgia would be in accordance with their science. 
For a homeopath scientific treatment is something abso­
lutely different. It is the administration of remedies 
selected in accord with a law of correspondences and given 
in such a form that they are capable of bringing about 
the healthward vital reaction without any concurrent 
harmful results. Therefore to the homeopath and to the 
allopath the word “scientific,” as applied to treatment, 
has no meaning in common.

Further, the word is used in very different senses by 
homeopathists themselves. One who looks for his points 
of correspondence chiefly in the region of coarse patho­
logical change will not mean the same thing by “scientific ” 
practice as the one who seeks his points on the plane of 
symptoms, and attaches most weight to those symptoms 
which appear rarely in the provings and have been called 
“ contingent.” For either of these to use the word 
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“ scientific ” as his own personal property is to submit to 
word-idolatry, and run the risk of taking a share in the 
world-old Babel contention.

But there is another peculiarity about words which 
must not be passed over—the adventitious meanings 
attaching to them are in a way infectious. For instance : 
a homeopath, although well aware that he has a science 
far in advance of that acknowledged by the old school, 
may be unconsciously affected by the meaning which 
he feels is attached to the word by the less advanced 
but very much more numerous class ; and in some cases 
a homeopath will actually be impelled to endeavour to 
square his practice to the old-school notions of what is 
“ scientific.” And even when homeopaths are not so 
word-ridden as this would imply, they frequently use 
the word with a good deal of the unction displayed by 
the confessed devotees of the old-school “ scientific ” 
cult, thereby betraying their own subjection to the 
bondage of the tyrant. Now if it could always be borne 
in mind that the word “ scientific ” is a purely question­
begging term unless it is (either explicitly or implicitly) 
qualified by a statement of the precise sense in which 
it is used, and of the personal equation of him who 
uses it, the occasion of a vast amount of personal 
bitterness and misunderstanding would be got rid of.

We have indicated but one of the fetish-words which 
tyrannise over the minds of the world in its present 
phase ; but there are thousands more which will readily 
occur to our readers. Some of the most harmful are 
those coined from the names of personalities and 
nationalities. They abound in the profession, in politics, 
in religion, and in every section and coterie of human 
society ; and they are never so tyrannical as when they 
have completely lost the meaning they once embodied. The 
medical profession has more than its share of these ogres 
of the most terrifying kind, and our own department is 
by no means free from their influence. The only way 
of escape is by keeping our attention steadily on what 
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is meant by the word in the relation in which it is used, 
and by wasting no energies in useless fighting over 
empty symbols.

THE DRIFT OF MEDICINE IN ITS 
SOCIAL ASPECTS.

One prominent fact stands boldly forth, and puzzles 
not a little the modern statistician, especially in regard to 
the more civilised races of the world, and this is the 
marked decrease of crime side by side with an equally 
marked increase of insanity. This is especially so in 
England where the influence of the Board Schools has 
led to a very gratifying diminution in juvenile depravity, 
leading to a lessening in the number of habitual criminals, 
and the closing and demolition of prisons all over the 
country.

As insanity and crime go hand in hand, the tendency 
obviously being for criminality to lead to insanity, and, mce 
versa, it ought to follow that the diminution of the one 
would be commensurate with the decrease of the other. 
And yet we find that it is not so, but that while insanity 
raises its head and advances with rapid strides, the extra­
ordinary phenomenon is to be witnessed of a singular 
diminution in the number of criminals throughout the 
country. Is there any explanation to be given of this 
singular coincidence ?

In order to explain its cause we must look for the 
factors that are sufficient to afford a reasonable explana­
tion ; to begin with, admittedly, the effect of the School 
Boards and of a more methodical system of education has 
undoubtedly contributed, as just stated, to lessen crimi­
nality ; but the cause of the simultaneous increase of 
insanity is not so obvious. To our minds, however, 
among the very serious and widespread reasons for there 
being an increase in the number of mental disorders 
must be reckoned the increasing tendency of persons 
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when worried, or in any way distressed, to resort to the 
agency of overpowering drugs rather than avail them­
selves of really curative remedies combined with that 
quietude and rest that are so essential for the re­
habilitation of an exhausted and disordered nervous 
system.

The influence of these powerful drugs is so seductive, 
and the temptation so great to have recurrence to them 
in times of worry and upset, that it is almost impossible 
to find any argument against their use that will have any 
avail, or at least that will have a deterrent effect suffi­
ciently strong to prevent recourse to them.

When, therefore, we find the habits of the people have 
not altered, and that there is no great change in the com­
mercial activity and the fiscal condition of the country, 
we are perfectly justified in looking for the cause of the 
increase of insanity in other directions ; and that this 
increase is in a large measure attributable to the evil 
effects of overpowering and narcotising drugs we are 
perfectly justified in affirming in face of the fact that the 
weight of evidence favours such affirmation.

It is the object of this journal to promote as much as 
possible the advocacy of the employment of the direct 
and true curative forces of drugs, and to discountenance 
all resort to drugs that interfere with the natural functions 
of the body, and which, under the specious term of pallia­
tives, are in far too general use even among homeopathic 
practitioners.

It is for this reason that we open our columns to the 
narration of all cases that go to illustrate this direct 
curative action, whether the choice of the remedy be 
dependent upon the assemblage of the symptoms or 
upon one particular keynote, or whether the dose be one 
that is material or one highly attenuated.

A great truth ought not, by any action of ours, to be 
hindered or obstructed, and consequently we welcome 
facts, provided these facts are instructive, whether culled 
from organopathy, from arbori vital medicine, or even 
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from the so-called dosi-metric system, or the scheme 
proposed by Schuesslee.

We look upon it that for the complete eradication of 
disease the principles proposed by Hahnemann stand 
out far more boldly in prominence than they did in the 
beginning of the century, and that any really successful 
system for the treatment of disease can only be a modifi­
cation in detail of his teachings.

It is not for the homeopathic school to obstruct real 
progress, and "we have no sympathy with those who limit 
and curtail facts where the practical observation of men 
like Hahnemann allows of no such limitation or curtail­
ment ; still more do we protest against the exclusion of 
valuable evidence in favour of Hahnemann’s teaching for 
no better reason than that there is not tacked on to it the 
adjective “ homeopathic.”

Sepia in Hbmatubia.—A coppersmith, aged 50, has for a fortnight 
suffered from passage of hlood when urinating, especially in the 
morning. If no blood passes, before urinating a few drops of purulent 
fluid are discharged ; there is some scalding when urinating, sometimes 
a feeling as if drops came from the bladder and a sensation of pressure 
or weight on the perineum. Prescribed Sepia 6 every three hours. 
After four days no more blood was passed, and all the other symptoms 
went off in fourteen days.—J. B. H. S.

ZiNCUM.—Mr. Sch., aged 39, has for a long time had pain beneath 
both costal arches, causing a feeling of anxiety rising up through 
chest with oppression of breath. Worse when lying, so that his 
nights are thereby disturbed. Believed after stool, and also after 
urinating. Slight varices, otherwise nothing morbid. October 13 : 
Zinc. Met. 20 once a day. November 8 : anxiety and oppression 
gone. For a slight relapse in December he got a dose of Zinc. Met. 20 
(Dahlke, AtcTl. f. Hom., vi. 108).

Mrs. K., aged 34,. for years has suffered from profuse menstruation. 
The discharge, though occurring regularly, is copious, lasts long, dark, 
in clots, without much pam. In the interval she suffers much from 
pain in the right side of abdomen, which goes off whilst menstruating. 
After the menses great weakness. For some weeks has had pain in 
lowest vertebra in the morning after getting up, which goes off after 
moving about for an hour. November 10 : Zinc. Met. 20, a dose 
once a day. December 18 : pain in back gone, otherwise the same. 
Continue medicine. February 12 : considerable amelioration of 
general health. Pain in right side of abdomen nearly gone. Menses 
shorter and more moderate. Continue medicine. March 15 : well in 
every respect (Dahlke, Arcli.f. Hom., vi. 108).—J. B. H. S.
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NEWS AND NOTES.

“ The Doctor in Fiction.”
In wishing a Happy New Year to our readers, old and 

new, we are glad to be able to present them in our New 
Year’s number with the brilliant article by Dr. Dudgeon 
bearing the above title. We are quite sure they will 
enjoy its perusal as keenly as we have done.

What Constitutes the Quality of “ Largeness ” 
or “Smallness” in Doses?

In an interesting note commenting on Dr. Proctor’s 
address communicated to the Homeopathic Heview of 
December, Mr. Buist Picken maintains that the theory 
of wave interference in explanation of the law of Similars 
includes the theory of the opposite action of large and 
small doses. “ A dose,” he says, “ is ‘ large ’ (whatsoever 
its physical quantity) when it is less or more positive to the 
organic forces, and ‘small’ (howsoever ‘low’ or‘high’) 
when it is negative to the organism.” For example, as we 
understand his argument, when Opùim produces stupor in 
a patient, no matter how much or little may be given, the 
action is positive, and the dose to that individual ‘ large ’ ; 
when it relieves a condition of stupor its action is negative, 
and whatever the quantity, or attenuation, the dose is 
‘small.’” Mr. Picken further maintains that if this 
is the truly scientific view of the case (which can hardly 
be denied, seeing that the response to any given quantity 
of drug material varies indefinitely in different individuals) 
our terminology must be changed. The formula, “ the 
opposite action of the large and small dose,” is founded 
on the idea that a given quantity of any drug will produce 
a given effect on every individual—which is not the fact. 
Therefore this formula must be abandoned. If we 
substitute the word “effects” for the word “action” 
and say, “ the opposite effects of large and small doses,” 
the terminology is correct ; but this means something 
quite different, leaving the “largeness” or “smallness” 
to be determined in each case by the positiveness or 
negativeness of its action. Mr. Picken will further 
elucidate this point in an article which will appear in 
our February number.
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Oleander.

Dr. Cooper’s article on Oleander not being ready for 
this month he has given us another in its place. In 
the meantime we take the following note from an 
exchange :—

“ Oleander Poisoning.
“ A boy in perfect health, four years of age, put a broken oleander 

leaf into his mouth, but quickly spit it out again. In a few minutes 
the tongue became red and raw where the oleander came in contact 
with it. The patch affected was about one-half by one inch in extent, 
involving the side and a portion of the upper surface of the tongue, 
and had the appearance of being denuded of mucous membrane. 
One year later the patch remained the same, being altered in neither 
size nor appearance. The child, however, had all the time been 
perfectly well. Ten months after the occurrence a general roughness 
of the skin had developed, and a papulo-pustular eruption had 
appeared on the ankles and calves of both extremities. Could so 
transient and apparently light contact of that broken oleander leaf 
have produced these conditions ? Allen and Cowperthwaite describe 
such skin symptoms as arismg from oleander, but not that condition 
of the tongue.”—Am. Hom.

Sir Samuel Wilks on “ Scientific Therapeutics.”
The world of medicine would be much the duller 

without the enlivening utterances of our good friend 
Sir Samuel Wilks. According to Sir Samuel “ Scientific 
Therapeutics,” on which topic Dr. Brunton has recently 
enlarged, is an irony in terms, and only to be permitted 
on the lucus a non lucendo principle. He speaks for old- 
school physic, of course, which he knows all about. He 
takes the trouble to show that he knows nothing about 
homeopathy by his absurd description of it. We are 
indebted to the Pharmaceutical Journal of December 
11th for this delicious excerpt :—

“ The President of the Eoyal College of Physicians on 
Physic-giving.

“ Sir Samuel "Wilks, at a recent meeting of Guy’s Hospital Physical 
Society, advised his hearers to read Dr. Lauder Brunton’s recent 
article on ‘ Scientific Therapeutics,’ and incidentally remarked that 
one of the hindrances to the elevation of the medical profession was 
the question of physic-giving. "When therapeutics came to be 
founded on a really scientific basis there would be an end to all 
quackery. At present it was not so. Nowadays the idea seemed 
to be that where there was a wrong there was a corresponding right ; 
when there was disease there was a remedy for it, and all we have 




