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- PROCEEDINGS
OF THE
THIRTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION
OF THE
INTERNATIONAL HAHNEMANNIAN ASSOCIATION
HELD AT

THE ALDINE, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
JUNE 21, 22, 23, 24, 1916.

FIRST SESSION
Philadelphia, June 20, 1916.
Meeting called to order by Dr. Becker at 11.30.

The thirty-seventh session of the International Hahneman-
nian Association was held at the Hotel Aldine, Philadelphia,
Pa., from June 21th to 24th inclusive.

The session was opened with President Henry Becker in
the chair.

The Secretary reported as follows:

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY
The work of the Secretary’s office has progressed without

especial incident throughout the year. The volume of trans-
actions has been edited, and, although it was very late in com-
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ing out, I think you will all take considerable satisfaction in
the contents.

There are a few things which I want to mention in con-
nection with this report. One of the matters is that of our
membership: During the past four or five years the member-
ship has not held its own. It is now one hundred fifty-four.
The membership is not as large as it should be. It is divided
into two classes, associate and active, besides the Honorary
List, which really does not count so far as income goes.

Some years ago we established, as you will remember, an
associate membership at a reduced fee, in the hope that it
would attract young graduates just out of college, and become,
as it were, a feeder to the Association. The fee for this mem-
bership was established at first at $2. It was found that this
was considerably under the cost of the volume of transactions
so that later it was raised to $2.50 and then $3. We now have
an Associate Membership list with membership fee of $3 and
Active Membership with a membership of $5.

I want to call to your attention especially to this Associate
list; it has not done what was expected in the way of feeding
the society by bringing in Active members. A very small per
cent of the Associate Members have taken out full membership
at the expiration of their term of three years, which the By-
Laws say shall be the limit of Associate Membership.

The few who have come in from the Associate Membership
list would have undoubtedly become Active Members in any
event. The result of the Associate list has been that at the
expiration of the three years most of those members have
dropped out, in spite of appeals from the Secretary calling at-
tention to the fact that they were then eligible for Active
Membership. I think that in this past year not a single indi-
vidual has taken out Active papers.

I should like to suggest that this matter be discussed.

I do not think it worth while to continue any sub-list where
the result proves to be so unsatisfactory. It is beneath the
dignity of the society to carry a $3 membership that is simply
ignored when the members are eligible for the Active list, and
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I want to recommend, among other things, that this list be
abolished.

I believe also that some action should be taken at this ses-
sion, if possible, looking toward a campaign to increase our
Active membership list. The volume of transactions, pub-
lished every year, is too valuable to be limited to the few
members of the present list. The growth ought to be a good
deal more than it is. Whether anything can be done is a
question worthy of discussion.

One other thought in regard to the volume of the annual
transactions; with our present membership list it is becoming
very difficult to get sufficient money to pay the bills. Of
course I am here trespassing on the field of the Treasurer but
he will surely pardon me. Last year we had, as you know, a
four days’ session with a full program and much discussion.
It was carefully reported and everything was printed. That
made a volume of pretty nearly five hundred pages with a
consecjuent bill for printing of about $475, which is at the cost
of a little over a dollar per page.

I should like to suggest that in the future we omit in the
proofs everything except the actual proceedings; that is, that
we omit business discussions. It seems to me that it is entirely
unnecessary to print all the discussion of business matters. A
great deal of it amounts to very little and it would save a good
many dollars if we could leave that out; of course the discus-
sion of the papers is another thing.

Quite a good many of our members failed to pay their an-
nual dues and that, of course, is the biggest reason why we are
short of money. We have had to drop some members during
the past year and still more must be dropped. We shall be
obliged to bring the list of members up or do something to cut
expenses; in other words we must “cut our garment to fit our
cloth.”

The question of federation with the American Institute of
all homeopathic societies in the country, all state societies and
county societies for the sake of the influence we may be able to
have on legislative matters has been brought to the attention of
your Secretary. Dr. Parsons has drawn up a very interesting
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plan which he is going to take up with the American Institute
next week, and he has asked our co-operation. I think it would
be wise to discuss the matter.

Last year at the close of our session a vote was taken that
we should raise $100 to send to Dr. Petrie Hoyle for use in the
work he is carrying on outside of Paris. The Secretary was
asked to collect this money with the idea that it was to be ob-
tained by subscription rather than taken out of the treasury. I
can report that $170 was sent to Dr. Hoyle all of which was
contributed by members of this Association. $9.50 additional
is still in the hands of the Secretary and awaits any disposal
to which you wish to put it. I have had two long and interest-
ing letters in response to this contribution which were printed
in one or two of the medical journals. If you care to hear them
they can be read during one of the sessions.

Frank W. ParcH, (Secretary).

On motion the Secretary’s report was accepted.

The Treasurer reported as follows:

TREASURER’S REPORT.

RECEIPTS.

Balance on hand June 25, 1915 . . . §$119.93
Cash from sale of Trans. . - . . . . 13.04
Dues from Members . . . . . . 380.00

Total SRERT i S S R S R T SRS 12101
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EXPENDITURES.
June 20, 1916.
Stenographer . . . . . . . . $100.00
Lakeview Press, 5
Balance on Printing 1915 Trans. . .  182.99
Secretary’s Bill, Program, 1915 . . . 53.75
Postage, Treasurer . . . . » . . 5.00
Total L o » tam=a W ... . $341.74
Balance on Hand June 20, 1916 $171.23

Examined and found correct.
E. E. CasE,
GRACE STEVENS.

Dr. Hutchinson moved the acceptance of the Treasurer’s
report.

Motion carried.

A motion by Dr. Rabe called for the appointment of a com-
mittee of three—to be called a committee on new members—to
go over the Treasurer’s membership list to find how many mem-
bers are in arrears; the committee to make a preliminary report
some time during the first session.

Motion voted and carried.

Report of Necrologist was next read by Dr. Rushmore.

REPORT OF NECROLOGIST.

Your Necrologist has heard during the past year of the death
of Doctors J. B. Gregg Custis, Gabriel F. Thornhill, Thomas
Franklin Smith and James T. Kent. Timely inquiry was made
of the families of the deceased for details for memorial notices
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for this Association but replies have been received only in re-
gard to Dr. Thornhill, a notice of whose life is herewith sub-
mitted.

Dr. Gabriel F. Thornhill of Paris, Texas, died on the 6th of
December, 1915, aged fifty-six years. He was born in Wash-
ington County, Texas, near the city of Brenhave, of a prominent
south Texas family.

He left his father’s country home at an early age, making his
way through school, and entering the world, he held positions
of trust with several business concerns.

He was married in 1886 to Miss Mary Buckingham of Chap-
pell Hill, Texas, daughter of one of the pioneer Methodist min-
isters.

He felt called to be a physician and, knowing nothing of
Homceopathy, studied in the old school. He gave this up
from lack of time and a few years later was cured of some
chronic trouble by a homceopathic physician. He now soon
took up the study of Homeceopathy and obtaining leave of
absence from his employers, during three consecutive years he
attended Hering Medical College, from which he received his
diploma. He practiced first in Navasota, Texas, then in Fort
Worth, and in 1900 moved to Paris where he had a very ex-
tensive practice.

On the day of his death he seemed well and happy and went
about his work as usual, till after making a call toward even-
ing. He had trouble cranking his car and after going about
three blocks he pulled to the right side of the road, put his foot
on the brake and threw the car out of gear; he was hold-
ing the steering wheel with the engine still running when some-
one went out to see what was the matter and the useful life
was ended.

The many testimonials of affection and respect showed that
he was widely honored. Doctor Thornhill practiced pure Hom-
eopathy and ranked among the best physicians in the South.
He became a member of this Association in 1908. He was a
member of the Board of Medical Examiners, and at the time
of his death Vice President of the State Homceopathic Associa-
tion. He was a prominent member of Centenary Methodist
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Church and was also a Mason. He leaves a wife and three
children, two daughters married in Texas and one son, Gabriel
Felder Thornhill who is studying homceopathic medicine in
New York.

JAMES BACHELDER BELL.

James Bachelder Bell was born in Monson, Piscataquis
County, Maine, February 21, 1838; he died in Boston, Septem-
ber 26, 1914, having rounded out more than seventy-six years
of life. His father, who was of English-Irish descent, graduated
from Ambherst College and was a lawyer by profession. Dr.
Bell did not enjoy robust health in his early youth and did
not pursue a college course, although he prepared at the Mon-
son Academy. In due season he began the study of medicine
with his uncle, Dr. William C. Bell of Middletown, Conn. He
completed his studies in Philadelphia, graduating from the
Homceopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania in 1859. Fol-
lowing his graduation he spent more than a year in European
study and travel, spending most of his time in Vienna. On
his return he practised medicine for a short time in Skow-
hegan, Maine, his father’s home, but soon selected Augusta as
his field of work. Here he had a very large and successful
practice, for he had in addition to a sound medical training, a
genial, attractive personality, a force and certainty which in-
spired confidence, and a tactfulness that made many friends.
In 1880, after about twenty years of practice in Augusta, he
moved to Boston. For the remainder of his life, or for thirty-
four years, Dr. Bell practised medicine in Boston with notable
success. His private practice was extensive, and his services
were in demand by colleagues as a consultant. He devoted
himself preferably to surgery for which he was by nature and
training well adapted. In 1862 he passed examinations for a
surgeoncy in the army, but did not enter active service. He
became, however, examining surgeon for the pension office, and
during 1867 and 1868 filled the post of city physician in Au-
gusta. Dr. Bell was throughout his life a consistent and ardent
adherent to Homceopathy of the strict Hahnemannian order,
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and his medical influence radiated throughout a wide profes-
sional and lay circle. :

His homceopathic affiliations were numerous. He joined the
American Institute of Homceopathy in 1868, the Boston
Homceeopathic Medical Society in 1881, the Massachusetts
Homceopathic Medical Society in 1885, the Massachusetts Sur-
gical and Gynzcological Society in 1899, the International
Hahnemannian Association in 1881—serving as President of
the Association in 1891, and the Boston Society of Homceo-
pathicians at the date of its founding in 1903.

In 1874, while he was still practising in Augusta, Dr. Bell
delivered a course of lectures on Tumors at Boston University
School of Medicine, and, after his removal to Boston, from
1879 to 1893 he was connected with the chair of surgery of
that institution as lecturer.

He became connected with the surgical staff of the Massa-
chusetts Homceopathic Hospital in 1881 and served continu-
ously until 1910 when he resigned active service. He was
elected to the Board of Trustees of the hospital in 1905 where
he had opportunity to make use of his hospital experience and
his influence in conducting the affairs of the hospital. In
1869 Dr. Bell published a monograph on the ‘“Homeeopathic
Treatment of Diarrhea.” It was classical from the point of
view of Homeeopathy and was his chief medical literary pro-
duction.

As a man, Dr. Bell possessed traits which endeared him to
his relatives and friends. He had a sense of humor which
coupled with a remarkably retentive memory made him an
agreeable host and companion. He was very fond of music,
in his earlier days playing the flute. He had an artistic tem-
perament, and some facility in the use of water colors and for
years spent much of his summer holidays in sketching and
landscape drawing. For recreation he later took up astronomy
and found great pleasure in the use of the telescope.

A distinctly human touch is found in his fondness for domes-
tic and pet animals—it being a distressing experience for him
to give up his horse for an automobile; also, in his fondness
for nature in all her moods, the sea and the mountains appeal-
ing to him with more than ordinary force.
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His aptitude for mechanical things led him not only into
surgery, but the precision of thought connected with mechanics,
possibly, aided him somewhat in forming habits of unusual
punctuality, so that he was accustomed to meet his appoint-
ments promptly.

Such are some of the characteristics of our late colleague,
Dr. Bell, who, as a faithful Homceopathist, a capable surgeon,
an earnest and upright Christian, will be long remembered by
all who knew him.

Ja RS,

Motion was made by Dr. Rushmore that the President’s
address be read at the evening session.

Motion carried.

A motion to appoint Drs. Case, Stevens and Rabe as auditors
to audit Treasurer’s report and to act as a Finance Commit-
tee to assist the Treasurer in collecting dues was made and
carried.

A motion was made and through it written notice served,
regarding a change in the By-laws by which Associate Mem-
bership in the Association was to be abolished.

Motion to change By-laws carried and final action deferred
until session of 1917. .

At the suggestion of the Secretary and on motion by Dr.
Krichbaum it was carried that only the actual business of the
Association -be printed in the Transactions; all discussion
on motions being eliminated.

At suggestion of Secretary the President’s address was read.

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

THE INTERNATIONAL HAHNEMANNIAN ASSOCIA-
TION—ITS HISTORY, ITS SCOPE AND
ITS PRESENT OPPORTUNITY.

BY HENRY BECKER, M. D., TORONTO, CANADA.

Thirty-six years ago in Milwaukee sixteen hundred names
constituted the membership of the newly organized Interna-
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tional Homceopathic Association with P. P. Wells and H. C.
Allen as President and Secretary-Treasurer, respectively, and the
following vear saw thirty-six new members added and since then
the growth has been slow and steady, a healthy development of
good material, not the streak of a season’s growth, but the
oak, firm of texture and well rooted, not swayed by passing
storms of prejudice or the jibes of envious criticism but gain-
ing in the bulk and dignity of its contributions, year by year,
to the literature of the pure practice of Homceopathy and now
ready for further progress on the good foundation of a third
of a century’s steady adherence to the immutable law which,
enunciated by Samuel Hahnemann, will constitute for all time
the only principle of cure.

In these thirty-six years what kaleidoscopic changes we have
witnessed in old school methods and every change more perni-
cious in its effects than what preceded it. We must be charita-
ble but we cannot be blind to the obvious. When we see Mil-
ton’s lazar-house become a sanitarium in comparison with mod-
ern conditions generally and observe the quality of health de-
teriorating rapidly in spite of the advancement in improved
living, hygienic and sanitary measures, and malignant diseases
attaining a virulence which is appalling, we cannot fail to make
logical deductions and so place the blame where it properly be-
longs.

We may be just and tolerant and patient with those in error
but we must in all honesty discountenance and, with all our
power, oppose practices which are undermining the physical
welfare of the whole human race. Crude drugging has always
been more or less mischievous. The use of the active principle
is much more so but fully surpasses itself when diseased condi-
tions are induced in the lower animals and the products of
these are implanted in the human blood to vitiate, for genera-
tions to come, the current of life. Well may we ask,—“What
will the harvest be?” Truly may we answer,— ‘We cannot even
imagine it”-—though we know well what the harvest has been
and is in the rapidly accumulating mass of pneumonia, tuber-
culosis, locomotor ataxia, sarcoma and carcinoma and with this
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experience in view we may well be appalled with the prospect
tor the future.

Eternal vigilance is the price of safety and the best defense
against such a terrible danger is a most vigorous offensive.
Never has threatened usurpation of inherent individual rights
been more serious than now. With a fair field and no favor,
our task against the enemy would be an easy one as the active
agents are comparatively few and very timid in facing opposi-
tion in the open but they are cunning enough to endeavor tc
gain their end by means of legislative enactments through per-
sistent lobbying and thus putting the power of the state behind
most nefarious laws whose makers never suspect that they are
being made the dupes of the most unscrupulous combine against
the common weal that has existed since the strangle hold of the
hierarchy was broken.

This old world of ours evidently likes to be ridden, bootea
and spurred and the number of those willing to oblige it seems
never to fail while the ridden ones are always giving the riders
a leg into the saddle. But there is always an alert, if numeri-
cally small, opposition to ill-gotten privileges and powers and
in time saddles are empty and ready for a new set of occupants
and so history is made in recording the struggles of succeeding
generations in rectifying their wrongs. And now comes to us
the call to buckle on our armor and fare forth in the war
against the latest marauder, forgetting our hopes of ease and
comfort and giving of the best in us to leave conditions better,
than were we to idly acquiesce in the wrong accomplished or
contemplated. This is of course what our organization stands
for. It came out in protest from a large body which was not
holding fast to the truth bequeathed it but was being seduced
by the plausible pretensions of the old school into practices at
variance with the principles which it was its duty to cherish
and now must endeavor to conserve what has been so strenuous-
ly won and prepare for its extension and to gain additional
strength for the accomplishment of our purpose we must unite
to ourselves those who are for us. Though not yet with us and
then with added numbers and increased activity we shall have
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a return to the days when Homceopathy loomed large as a
benign power in the land.

This association fails to grasp its present opportunity if it
does not succeed in registering on its membership roll the great
majority of the names of those practitioners who are endeavor-
ing to demonstrate in practice their belief in the Law. We do
not expect the impossible and liberal latitude is accorded to in-
dividual judgment in peculiar and protracted obstinate cases
and so long as there is adherence to the law we are ready to
welcome with open arms every one willing to continue along the
lines indicated by Hahnemann. This question of reaching the
faithful practitioners not yet affiliated with us is what I wish to
have your thoughtful attention in considering and your best
Jjudgment in helping to devise the most effective measures to
accomplish so laudable an object. Every state in the Union
has many men eligible for membership. Concerted action will
result in bringing them into the association much to our mu-
tual benefit.

Our present condition indicates clear head work for every
member and the services of every one must be enlisted in the
different spheres of duty incidental to our organization. Study
and investigation and the presentation of the results of these at
our annual meetings are done so thoroughly that we are kept
well to the front in our acquaintance with every detail of real
progress in all departments of the various branches of medicine
and we appropriate to our own use what is valuable, rejecting
the rest.

In gaining recruits for our ranks we must realize by this
time that team play is essential as no one individual, officer or
otherwise, can influence more than a very few outside
the circle of his personal acquaintance and it is through
personal solicitation only, that we shall get the best results.
There are enough men in the various states measuring up to
our standard who could, if persistently canvassed, be persuaded
in one year to join us to the extent of our present membership
and to obtain them we must perfect an efficient organization in-
cluding every member. In our Hahnemannian directory we
find the non-members outnumbering in many states our num-
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bers and we have many good men and true who are not in our
directory-—and to reach all these I beg to outline a plan which
with thorough and active co-operation should with a minimum
of effort yield a maximum of results.

I recommend that a chairman be appointed in every state,
province and country, where we have members or those eligible
for membership and it shall be the duty of each chairman to ap-
point deputies in the proportion of one deputy to every five
members and the duty of each deputy shall be to advise every
one of the five members allotted to his jurisdiction to write to as
many prospective members as he knows or can hear of request-
ing him to become a member and to persist in repeated requests
until a positive refusal shows that the matter should be left in
abeyance for another year. Every member should report to
the deputy and he in turn to the state chairman and he again
to the secretary of the association every three months. Many
men need only to be shown the benefit of membership to be-
come actively allied with us and it is not fair that they should
be allowed to walk in the lonely furrow when they could do so
much better work and be much happier if associated with us.
I have no doubt you will see that the scheme is a feasible one
and very easily applied. A committee of three may be ap-
pointed to nominate state chairmen, such nomination to be rati-
fied by this convention after any necessary amendments.

On motion of Dr. Rabe, President’s address was referred to
a committee of three with instructions to report back to the
Association.

Motion carried.

REPORT ON PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

Your Committee heartily endorses the President’s Address.
In its sterling appeal it is an echo of the enthusiasm and faith
of the founders of this Association. Its condemnation of the
evils of present-day medical experimentation is forcibly and
clearly presented.

Your Committee does not think it wise to condemn all ex-
perimentation lest we be accused of bigotry. Rather, we rec-
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ommend that a permanent committee be appointed to investi-
gate and report annually upon the activities of all schools along
their lines. Furthermore, we recommend that this address be
printed as soon as possible in our journals.

Many states have not a sufficient number of Hahnemannian
physicians to form a committee. Therefore, in lieu of the
President’s recommendations and those of a special committee
appointed yesterday, we suggest a letter be sent out annually
by the President and supplied in sufficient numbers to all mem-
bers of this Association, asking the attendance on our meetings
of all physicians whose names appear in the Hahnemannian
directory, and other physicians whom our members may wish
to invite.

P. E. KricHBAUM,
JouN HUTCHINSON,
Juria M. GREEN.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEMBERSHIP.

Whereas it is a fact that the International Hahnemannian
Association is not gaining in membership as rapidly as it is be-
lieved it should and whereas the number of members in arrears
for dues, is becoming increasingly large, be it resolved that
each member of this Association constitute himself or herself a
committee of one, to secure at least one new member to be
elected at the next annual meeting in 1917 and be it further
resolved, that the Treasurer of this Association be instructed to
have printed and sent a special appeal to each delinquent mem-
ber, in order if possible to retain such member in the ranks of
this association.

Your committee furthermore, would suggest the use by mem-
bers in their efforts to secure new members, of the following
pamphlet or appeal:

The International Hahnemannian Association is an organ-
ization of men and women, homceopathic physicians, whose
sole aim is the developement and advancement of the knowl-
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edge of homceeopathic philosophy, materia medica and thera-
peutics and which seeks at its annual meetings to further this
work by the presentation of papers and discussions bearing
upon these subjects. If you believe in Homeeopathy rightly ap-
plied in its legitimate sphere, if you believe it to be the best
therapeutic method in medically curable diseases, if you wish
to perfect yourself -as a homceopathic physician, will you not
sign an application blank for membership in this Association?

R. F. RaBE, Chairman,
E. E. CasE,
GRACE STEVENS.

Election of officers was taken up and on vote of the Asso-
ciation and ballot cast by the Secretary, the following officers
were elected for the ensuing year:

President, Henry L. Houghton.
Vice-President, Geo. E. Dienst.
Treasurer, Wm. R. Powel.
Secretary, Wm. W. Wilson.
Cor. Secretary, Harry B. Baker.
Nicrologist, Edward Rushmore.

Board of Censors: C. M. Boger, Chairman; Guy B. Stearns,
John B. Campbell, C. L. Guild-Leggett, Erastus E. Case.

Board of Publication: Milton Powel, John Hutchinson,
Grace T. Stevens, W. W. Wilson (ex officio).

The Board of Censors reported favorably. on the name of

Thos. E. Reed, M. D., for Associate Membership and he was
duly elected.

The Board of Censors reported favorably on the following
names for Active Membership and they were duly elected:
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W. A. McFall, 919 College St., Toronto, Canada.

Ida Virginia Reel, 4027 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Richard Hearn, 269 Dovercourt Road, Toronto, Canada.

Chas. W. Becker, 349 Sherbourne St., Toronto, Canada.

D. C. M. Laren, 141 Laurier Ave., Ottawa, Canada.

Mary Parker, 85 Brattle St., Cambridge, Mass.

Grace I. Bidwell, 809 South Ave., Rochester, N. Y.

K. A. McLaren, 163 Beatrice St., Toronto, Canada.

Wm. F. Kaercher, 1452 N. Eleventh St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Donald McFarland, 1805 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Theodora W. Krichbaum, 33 S. Fullerton Ave., Montclair,
N. J.

Geo. H. Thatcher, 2008 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.

A committee, of which Dr. E. A. Taylor was chairman,
reported, advising the acceptance of Dr. Cole’s proposition
to publish the Association’s Transactions in the North Amer-
ican Journal of Homceopathy and leaving the matter to the
Publication Committee and the Secretary.

Motion to accept and adopt the report was carried.

Meeting adjourned to meet at Chicago, Ill., in 1917.






